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tain Evans's report, page 537, is made on the chart to have passed over
one and seven-tenths miles; and the Indiana, whose boilers needed much
repairs, passed over a space of one and eight-tenths miles in this same
interval of fifteen minutes. The Oregon, which from first to last easily
distanced these latter ships, is made to pass over about the same distance
in the same interval of fifteen minutes from her first to her second posi-
tion. These facts put another construction upon what has been termed
the Brooklyn's loop, the comments upon which I should not recall but for
recent statements of alleged historians and others.

17.  In my judgment, formed from an unobstructed view of the entire
field of action during the combat, the Viscaya was not more than one
thousand yards distant.    My flag lieutenant,  standing at my elbow, re-
minded me that the distance between the leaders of the Spanish squadron
and ourselves was approaching our tactical diameter.    The stadimeter at
this instant indicated, nine hundred yards.   The Brooklyn then swung to
starboard to meet what proved to be the last attempt to ram the Brook-
lyn for the Yiscaya then turned square to starboard and followed the
Maria Teresa until the latter's destruction.    These facts admit of no con-
tradiction, for they are based upon the independent judgment and observa-
tion of two or more persons, and upon the stadimeter in the hands of a
person skilled in its use.

18.  The statement widely quoted that there was danger of a collision
at any time between the Brooklyn and the Texas is without foundation, as
there was at no time any danger of such collision.   The movement of turn-
ing to starboard was begun to meet the acknowledged threatened attack by
the Ywwya,.    It was continued for the grand final results of the battle
and with complete success.    To hold the contrary it must be established
by some process at present wholly unknown to me what the result would
have been had the Brooklyn executed any other maneuver, surrendering
the advantage she had at that moment of this remarkable combat.

19.  At 1.15 p. M. the Cristobal Colon fired a gun to  leeward and
surrendered to the Brooklyn and Oregon.   At 2.23 p. M., or one. hour and
eight minutes afterwards, the New York arrived on the scene.    If her

that stated by Captain Chadwiek, her commander, on page 522,
as sixteen or seventeen knots, allowing for foul bottom, then at the con-
clusion of the fight she must have been distant at least over seventeen
miles from the Colon. The chart of the navigators places her ten and
four-tenths statute miles away. Either the board or Captain Chadwick
lias made a mistake in this instance, for both can not be correct. This
instance is mentioned merely as another of the inconsistencies of the chart
of the battle, of which I have only pointed out a few, and I would suggest
that there are others of equal importance which may develop when the
sources of information are fully exhausted.

20.  Such signals were made from my flagship as the occasion called
for, as is shown by the record of signals herewith enclosed.    These were
no doubt inadvertently omitted from the Appendix, and are therefore for-
warded herewith.rst to
